Science and the Social Studies

the social studies, we cannot do better than quote the opinion
of Professor A. G. Tansley in his Herbert Spencer Memorial
Lecture in the University of Oxford in 1942 :

Scientific culture, then, must take its place on equal terms
beside the literary and artistic cultures. Entirely apart from its
indispensabiiity for the material comfort and safety and health
of modern urban populations, science has intellectual, ethical and
aesthetic claims of a very high order. Its achievements are par-
ticularly characteristic of our own age. During the last half-
century Europe has not produced poets or musicians who can
compare with Shakespeare or Goethe, with Beethoven or Mozart,
but it has produced several men whose discoveries are equal to
die greatest in the history of science and very many of con-
spicuous talent, though not of genius, who have contributed
between them a much larger body of sound scientific work than
has been produced in any comparable period of history. Why,
then, we naturally ask, is science regarded -with dislike and dis-
trust by too many cultivated people who are supposed to have a
Hberal education, and by the great majority of the population
as a rather mysterious, esoteric agency which produces all sorts
of marvellous mechanical contrivances but in which they have
ao part or lot ? It is, I think, because scientific education has
been kept in watertight compartments and almost exclusive stress
has been laid on its material achievements to the neglect of its
cultural values.

It may be objected that it would be impossible to give the
masses of the population a liberal education in science, that
adencefor the vast majority can never mean more than a technical
training in some particular branch that is materially useful. But
tf the hopes of progressive educationists are realized, the aim
rf the future must be to put a liberal education within the reach
of everyone. It is my contention that liberal education in any
Ml and worthy sense must include a broad introduction to
science, along with other elements of knowledge and training
which develop the mind, widen and deepen its scope, and do
all that education can do to produce citizens equal to the oppor-
tunities and responsibilities of the future.

It is difficult to envisage a future citizen being successful as
such yet entirely ignorant of science as a cultural discipline.
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